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AbstractTitle:

Developing the Global Design Curriculum in Latin America and the Caribbean through Multi-National Projects

Abstract:

The establishment of new regional economic alliances beyond the frontiers of a single nation has required that engineers be prepared to work in an economy that is now best seen as essentially international in nature. Therefore, it is becoming very important for engineering students to be exposed to international opportunities as part of their education. Consequently, recognizing the necessity of offering students that knowledge and skills required in the global economy, it is suggested to develop a global design curriculum by means of multi-national projects in Latin America and the Caribbean through LACCEI. The model proposed consists of introducing international experiences in design courses and projects. Since two or more institutions are necessary to form the multi-national teams, LACCEI can serve as the connecting bridge between the institutions for this program. The design projects should be selected preferably with the support of the local industry in one of the countries; however, the idea is to develop a product with an international projection. The students should be selected from similar course levels in the different countries involved in the project. International teams will be integrated using the technology available through e-mail, discussion rooms in the web, or course management systems, and at least one week of personal interaction during the semester is proposed initially.
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