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The Challenge of Delivering Engineering Technology Curricula at Distance

Abstract:

The ability of a University to provide and deliver higher education programs at a distance is no longer considered as simply desirable; nowadays, it is a crucial integral element of the university education delivery system. More and more higher learning institutions are paying great attention, and are allocating resources toward developing distance delivery mechanisms in their effort to tap into this large pool of potential students who, for many reasons, cannot receive their education at main campus site of the institution. The majority of the audience being served by distance delivery systems is place-bound due to their employment; and others find it more economical to continue their education in their hometown community college or other appropriate sites.

Currently, several methods of delivering this service are being used, namely, videotape delay or asynchronous, and synchronous or real time. In order to effectively launch these off-campus programs, there required a significant amount of effort, resources, specific activities, and coordination by the providing institution. This aspect of distance delivery is often overlooked and hardly reported. This paper discusses the lessons learned at Florida A & M University in the effort of building bridges with eleven community colleges throughout the state of Florida, and to deliver bachelors and masters degree programs in Engineering Technology. Several important aspects of the delivery process are considered, logistical constraints, academic evaluation of programs, articulation agreements, facilities, and budgetary matters.
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